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money the respective disputants can afford to spend for 
their equipment. Yet such is the case to-day, and this 
very fact makes it possible for the United States of 
America to do what it ought to do, to resume, as you 
have suggested, the leadership in promoting a world 
peace. It can afford more than any other nation to be 
generous, and can take the lead with the least suspicion. 
And I suspect, sir, in view of what has taken place, and 
considering the traditions of our people, that, in spite of 
the United States Senate or anything else, the great 
conscience of the American people is going to demand 
that America shall again be the leader among nations in 
this great work in which your society has been so long 
engaged. [Applause.] 



This address was published in the "official" news- 
papers of Germany and copied by other papers, and 
must have had considerable influence in counteracting 
the pessimistic feeling prevailing widely in Germany as 
to the attitude of England toward Germany. 



The British Friends to the Lovers of 
Peace in Germany. 

At its recent Yearly Meeting in Leeds the Society 
of Friends in England ordered an address prepared by 
its Executive Committee and sent to the Lovers of 
Peace in Germany. The address was as follows: 

'■'■Dear Friends : The members of the religious Society 
of Friends (Quakers) in Great Britain, collected in their 
yearly meeting at Leeds last week, have desired us to 
address you on their behalf on a subject of the deepest 
importance to both our nations. 

" We witness with great regret the attempts made by 
some politicians and journalists, in our country and 
yours, to sow suspicion and jealousy between us and to 
use the misunderstandings thus created as arguments 
for a vast increase of naval armaments. Not only as 
members of a community which has always protested 
against war, but also as citizens conversant with a large 
section of English society, we can assure you of our 
firm conviction that anything like an unprovoked attack 
by our country on yours would be absolutely abhorrent 
to the English nation, and that, whatever some irrespon- 
sible writers or speakers may dare to suggest, any such 
proposal would be indignantly scouted by the English 
people. 

" We do not forget that we are both branches of the 
Teutonic stock, allied to one another by a common faith 
and long friendship, and that we, with the rest of the 
civilized world, owe a great debt to Germany for her 
achievements in literature, science and art and in much 
that makes for the welfare of humanity. We recognize 
the obvious fact that in many fields of commerce your 
country is the rival, and the successful rival, of ours; 
but we trust we have learned the lesson that there is 
nothing in competitions of commerce which need interfere 
with esteem and mutual friendship between individuals 
and nations. 

" We pray you to join your efforts with ours, in order, 
as far as possible, to neutralize the efforts of those who 
would make mischief between us. We are persuaded 
that all such misunderstandings grievously retard the 
progress of the human race towards happiness and the 
higher and fuller life designed for it by its Creator. 

" Signed on behalf of the Representative Committee 
of the Society of Friends in Great Britain. 

"R. A. Penney, Clerk. 

"London, 9th June, 1905." 



Let Us Dishonor War. 

The following passage on the subject of war occurs in 
the oration delivered by Victor Hugo at Paris during 
the International Exposition of 1878, in commemoration 
of the Centennial of Voltaire's death. It is notable not 
only for its eloquence, but for the enthusiastic reception 
accorded to its most radical sentiments by the audience. 

"To-day force is called violence, and begins to be 
condemned, and war is arraigned before the bar. Civil- 
ization, on the complaint of the human race, is conduct- 
ing the trial and drawing up the grand indictment of 
conquerors and captains. . . . [Sensation.] History is 
called as a witness. At last the truth is known. The 
artificial glitter vanishes. In many cases the hero is a 
kind of murderer. [Applause.] People begin to un- 
derstand that the aggravation of a crime does not make 
it less criminal, and that if murder is a crime, to murder 
a multitude cannot be considered an extenuating cir- 
cumstance. [Cries of bravo.] That if it is disgraceful 
to rob, it cannot be glorious to loot [repeated applause] ; 
that Te Deums do not alter the case, that homicide is 
homicide, that bloodshed is bloodshed, that it does not 
help matters to be called Caesar or Napoleon, and that 
in the eyes of the eternal God it does not change the 
face of a murderer because instead of a felon's cap we 
put on his head an emperor's crown. [Long continued 
applause and three cheers.] 

"Ah, let us proclaim absolute truths. Let us dis- 
honor war. No, there is no glory in bloodshed. No, it 
is neither good nor useful to manufacture corpses. No, 
it is wrong that life should work for death. No, 
O ye mothers who surround me here, it cannot be that 
war, the robber, should continue to take your children 
from you. No, it cannot be that women should bear 
children in pain, that men should be born, that the 
nations should plough and sow, that the peasant should 
fertilize the fields and the workman make the towns 
fruitful, that wise men should think, that industry 
should work miracles, that genius should produce prodi- 
gies, that the vast activity of man should, in the pres- 
ence of the starry sky, multiply its efforts and its 
products, to result finally in that horrible international 
exhibition which we call a field of battle ! " [Profound 
sensation. The whole audience rises to its feet and ac- 
claims the speaker.] 

Victor Hugo goes on to point out that the rulers of 
the world are responsible for war, war-clouds even then 
darkening the horizon, and appeals to Voltaire as an au- 
thority for peace. " In the presence of threatening pos- 
sibilities," he cries, ", let ns be more pacific than ever ! " 



O, yet a nobler task awaits thy hand, 

(For what can war but endless war still breed ? ) 

Till truth and right from violence be freed. 

— Milton, Sonnet to Fairfax. 



